WC Bryant HS  -  PHYSICS

Rubric for Physics Reports  






Lab Reports are to be typed. Lab reports are due at the beginning of the next week’s lab session. Five points will be deducted for each day late.
Title Page – The name of the lab is in the center of the title page. Names, date, and period are in the lower right corner.

Objective – State the purpose of the lab in 1 or 2 sentences. It may be a question or hypothesis (claim) you will address. 
Introduction – Discuss the theory and equations used in the experiment. 
Materials – List the materials. A sketch of the equipment setup may be included.
Procedure – Describe each step. 
Data / Graphs – Create tables with data. Label your columns and use the correct number of significant digits. Scatter point graphs should be used to analyze your data. All graphs must have a title, axes labeled with units, line of best fit, equation, and R2 value.
Sample Calculations –Show a sample calculation for each equation, usually with data from Trial #1. To save time, you may write in blue or black ink.
Handout Questions – If the lab has any questions, number and answer them here. You do not need to write the questions; just restate the question as part your answer. Full sentences are required. 
Conclusion – Write a scientific explanation based on your experiment in paragraph form.
· Restate your claim (hypothesis). Was it supported or not?
· Provide evidence for the claim, usually from analysis of the graph. Provide reasoning that links the evidence to the claim. 
· What are the sources of error in your experiment?  Do not list “human error” or mistakes. List factors that contribute to you measured or calculated values being different than theoretical values. 
· Is there any way you would modify the lab next time for better results?

Applications – Describe two different areas where these concepts can be used. Example: technology, sports, medicine, etc. Each application should be at least two sentences.
· Lab Procedures: Safety and Proper Use of Equipment and Cleanup. You will be evaluated on this during lab and do not need to include it in your report.
· Plan on collecting and organizing the various parts of the lab from your team two days before the lab is due in order to make corrections or revisions.

· Bonus points will be awarded for extra graphics or exceptional presentation, insightful comments, descriptions of additional applications of this concept, extending the lab to include different trials, etc.









Attach a copy of this rubric to each lab report.
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